
 

 

 

 

 

                                     Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0A2 

 

February 19, 2021 

 

 

Dear Mr. Holcroft: 

Thank you, and the signatories of your letter, for writing to me regarding your collective call 
to protect and strengthen Canadian democracy. 

 
Our government strongly denounces those organizations that advance misogynistic, white 

supremacist beliefs and who glorify violence. While people around the world were shocked by the 
recent failed insurrection at the US Capitol, we know that these groups are active in Canada. We 
only need to be reminded of the shooting at the Quebec City mosque to know that lives have been 
lost to this type of violent hatred and extremism. 

 
Since the violence in D.C. on January 6, we have all been reflecting on our own country – 

about the fact that democracy is not automatic, and that it takes work every day. Canadians expect 
their political leaders to protect our democracy by how we conduct ourselves. We have seen this 
manifest in unanimous consent in our Parliament for our main COVID-fighting measures, at a time 
when the government holds a minority of seats. We hope all parties, regardless of political stripe, 
will continue to approach pandemic measures in good faith moving forward, focusing on the facts 
and the science. 

 
Every day, Canadians use social media to connect with family and friends, stay informed and 

take part in collective debates and discussions. However, what we say or publish online can also 
have an impact on the lives and safety of others, especially those who struggle to be heard. That is 
why we will soon be introducing new legislation to regulate online platforms while allowing for more 
voices to express themselves. While preserving a fundamental right to freedom of expression, our 
approach will require online platforms to monitor and eliminate illegal content, such as hate speech, 
terrorist and violent extremist content, child sexual exploitative content, and the non-consensual 
sharing of intimate images online.  
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  Founder 
    Civil Dialogue 
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Since forming government, we have quadrupled funding for the Security Infrastructure 

Program which provides communities who are at risk of hate-motivated crime with support to make 
security improvements to create safer, more secure, gathering spaces. Most recently, the Minister of 
Canadian Heritage, the Honourable Steven Guilbeault, was given an additional mandate to take 
action on combatting hate groups and online hate and harassment, ideologically motivated violent 
extremism and terrorist organizations. Minister Guilbeault’s work will be supported by the Minister 
of Diversity and Inclusion and Youth, the Honourable Bardish Chagger, the Minister for Women 
and Gender Equality and Rural Economic Development, the Honourable Maryam Monsef and the 
Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry, the Honourable François-Philippe Champagne. 

 
Canadians expect their government to take all necessary steps to keep them safe, while 

safeguarding their values, their rights and freedoms and the open, inclusive character of our country. 
In our continued efforts to combat hate and extremism, our government recently listed 13 new 
terrorist entities, including ideologically motivated extremist groups, and maintained the listing of 
seven other entities, under the Criminal Code. The listing of terrorist entities under the Criminal 
Code is an important legal tool in the fight against terrorism, sending a strong message that Canada 
will not tolerate ideologically, religiously or politically motivated acts of violence. We are constantly 
monitoring all forms of terrorism as they evolve, and our response will meet it. Our government will 
remain alert to all evolving and increasing threats that demand action. 

 
Once again, thank you, and the signatories of your letter, for writing to me about this 

important issue. Our position is clear: there are rules in place to limit people from harming each 
other and they should be applied as much in the public space as online. Our government knows that 
Canadian democracy didn’t happen by accident and won’t continue without work. It is our greatest 
responsibility as a government to keep our communities safe, and we are committed to ending and 
preventing violence in all its forms. 

 
Please accept my warmest regards. 

 
Sincerely,  
 

                                                                     
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


